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Journal  of  the  Mississim  Baitist  Convention 


Voters  send  clear  message  on  marriage 

By  William  H.  Perkins  Jr. 


Mississippi  voters  on  November  2  set 
the  pace  for  a  large  bloc  of  the  national 
electorate  that  helped  bring  moral  issues 
to  the  forefront  of  American  politics, 
approving  by  die  largest  nuu^  in  die 
country  a  state  constitutional  amend¬ 
ment  mat  defines  marriage  as  the  union 
of  one  man  and  one  woman. 

More  dian  1.1  million  peryle  voted 
in  Misrissippi  on  November  1,  a  figure 
that  was  declared  a  record  by 
Mi^issippi  Secretary  of  State  Eric  Clark. 

"Mississippi  took  a  giarit  step  toward 
the  affirmation  of  traditiorial  marriage," 
said  Jimmy  Porter,  executive  director  of 
die  Mississippi  Baptist  Christian  Action 
Commission.  "I  want  to  say  diank  you 
to  the  people  of  Mississippi  for  letting 
the  world  Imow  where  we  stand." 

The  Christian  Action  Commission 
sponsored  an  early-morning,  pro¬ 
amendment  rally  on  the  soudi  ste^  of 
the  Capitol  in  aowntown  Jackson  on 
OctobiBi^.  JlwrtaUy  was  \iQ^-attend- 
ed  by  messengers  and  attendees  on 
dieir  way  to  die  annual  session  of  the 

Mississippi  Baptist  Conventitm,  which _ 

convened  across  the  street  at  First  PRAYER  FOR  MARRIAGE  —  Mississippi  Baptists  kneel  In  prayer  on  the  south  steps  of  the 
Church,  Jackson,  after  the  rally.  Capitol  in  Jackson  on  October  27  on  benaif  of  the  state  constitutional  amendment  defining 

"Mississippi  voters  are  very  conser-  marriage  as  the  union  of  one  man  and  one  woman.  The  amendment  was  approved  on 
vative,  ancf  they  saw  ho  reason  to  Noveniber  2  with  nearly  86%  of  the  votes  cast.  (Photo  by  Tony  Martin) 


Capitol  in  Jackson 


change  die  blugjrint  for  marriage  diat - 

God  designed  for  us,"  Porter  said.  "1  was 
very  impressed  that  the  vote  obviously 
crossed  ma^  of  die  old  barriers  diat  in  the 
past  kept  Qiristians  in  Mississippi  from 
wwking  together  on  issues  such  as  diis. 
That's  very  encouraging  for  the  future." 

Baptists  also  played  a  nuror  role  in  turn¬ 
ing  back  the  proposed  legalkation  of  hard 
liquor  in  Rankin  Coimtj'.  A  group  of  pro¬ 


alcohol  supporters,  composed  mainly  of 
out-of-coui^  and  out-of-state  business 
interests,  was  promoting  die  tegalization. 

Rick  Henson,  pastor  a  Oskoide  Churdv 
Brandon,  ^learheaded  the  anti-liquor  drive 
fn*  No-Al,  a  groim  backed  by  local  Biqitist 
diurches,  a  number  of  promineid  Rankin 
County  Biqdists,  and  Rankin  Association. 


diis  election.  The  chuidies  in  Rankin 
County  are  to  be  commended  for  their 
prayer  and  financial  support  We  were  able 
to  Ret  out  the  messaoe  that  if  this  were 


Thanks  to  all  diose  in  diis  oonventim  for 


Gm  uso  good  to  give  us  the  victory  in  your  pncyen  and  support"  Henson  said. 


WhaTs  in  the 
Record 


Record 


Horhecomioii  &  Revivals 


I  lessons 


Miss.  CP 

Gifts  to  die  w(»k 
Cooperative  ProRram  ( 
when  compared  Doth  to  , 
period  in  2003,  accocdl^ 
treasurer  of  the  Mis 
disburses  the  funds, 
less  than  the  $2329,614. 
than  the  $2,664344  ^ 
Mississippi  CP  giving) 
from  January-Deo 
above  last  ^ai's 
under  current  vmu 
budget  of  $30, 

2003  annual  maitlm<# 
total  of  $2,60f>S^ 
mondis  in  the 
get  for  2004.  In 
missionaftea 
tion  widi 
also  helps  fund 
Celebration  on  N 
Service  Corps  G 
Retreat  near  Kosdtditor 
November  13  at  CoIq 


Honoring  All  Who  Served 

Veterans  Day 

1 if) 

Novemhor  11.  200  1 


Doing  their  job,  simply  and  finely 

in  Iraq  a  few  weeks  ago. 

Although  his  eardrums 
were  ruptured  and  he  sus^ 
tained  second  depee  bums 
on  his  head  and  neck,  he 
knew  his  unit  would  proba- 
bly  be  sent  into  Falluj^  ahd 
pl^ded  widi  medical  per- 
sonnel  to  allow  him  to 
return  to  his  post  He  did 
3urg,  that  this  gov-  return,  and  is  probably  in 
by  the  people,  for  Falliqah  right  now. 
iw  from  the  earth.  Very  few  of  us  can  really 

^ts  in  dus  country  grasp  such  d^th  of  brav- 
to  worship  as  we  ery,  and  very  tow  of  us  can 
please,  and  we  should  all  be  pro-  really  appreciate  toe  mil- 
roundly  grateful  fw  toe  covmtless  vet-  lions  of  such  sacrifices  that 
erans  w^  have  ensured  toat  ri^t  have  been  made  on  our 

and  our  many  of  rights  as  citizens  of  behalf  —  some  even  before  AjjV 

toe  United  States,  h  is  more  than  a  we  were  bom. 

dark  coincidence  on  this  Veteran's  US.  Army  Major  Charles 

Day  2004,  that  American  soldiers,  W.  Whittles^  was  a  World 

sailors.  Marines,  and  pilots  are  War  I  officer  who  was 

engag^  in  mortal  combat  on  toe  awarded  toe  Med^  of 

otoer  side  of  toe  world  to  defraid  Honor  for  leading  his  suiv 


Today  is  Veteran's  Day,  November 
11,  2004.  Just  like  November  11, 
1944,  and  November  11, 1952,  and 
November  11,  1966,  and  too  many  otoer 
Novenibers  to  list,  America  is  at  war  to 
protect  herself  and  preserve  toe  extraordi¬ 
nary  ideals  that  have  made  us  toe  most  free 
people  in  the  world.  Many  men  and 
women  have  died  —  and  numy  more  have 
been  grievously  injiued  —  to  guarantee,  as 
Lincom  noted  a 
emment  of  toe 
toe  people,  shal 
One  of  our  g 
is  our  r 
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Homosexual  movement  backlash  growing 


oiling  data  from  The  Ohio  Campaign  to  continue  thei: 
hat  if  dus  was  on  Protect  Marriage  coUectect  with  the  2004  < 
t  would  help  the  some  500,000  signatures  to  The  major 

iree  to  ‘five  per-  place  the  amendment  on  fi\e  activist  < 

fiurress,  who  as  oallot,  and  it  mailed  out  2.5  whosaiaheoppc 
C^o  Campaign  million  pro-amendment  bul-  sexuid  marriage 
iage  organized  a  letin  inserts  to  thousands  of  ment  to  file  u!S. 
to  place  the  diurches  across  the  state.  ban  homosexua 

at  In  the  days  leading  up  to  the  si^jported  dvil  i 
to  November  2  vote,  the  organiza-  promised  to  n< 
it  tion  asked  churches  to  dul  their  sympathetic  to  fi 
members  and  urge  a  "yes"  vote  mstead,  tl 
on  the  amendment.  In  addition,  groups  now  are 
the  Ohio  Campaign  to  Protect  haps  their  wors 
Marriage  placed  an  automated  a  conservative  p 
!  call  to  every  household  conservative-le 
in  the  state  —  2.9  million  —  Both  are  critical 
and  identified  850,000  amend-  of  the  federal 
'86%  ment  supporters,  Burress  said.  Supreme  Court, 
On  the  day  before  the  elec-  dent  nominates 
tion,  each  of  those  Ohio  sup-  Senate  confimu 
porters  received  a  phone  call  Both  sides  L 

_ ^  Novetaiber  with  a  recorded  message  from  debate  expiect  tl 

wlien  the°Massachusetts  high  Republican  Secretary  of  State  Court  eventual! 
court  handed  down  a  ruling  Kenneth  Blackwell  encourag-  same-sex  marri 

ing  them  to  get  out  and  vote 
It  look  effect  in  May.  “  for  the  amendment.  ^ 

Elsewhere,  the  mayor  of  San  For  years,  Burress  has  been 
Francisco  earlier  this  year  trying  to  get  churchgc^  to  file 
ordered  city  officials  to  issue  tiolls.  Finally,  he  said,  it  work^.  ^ 

marriage  licenses  to  same-sex  ^I’ve  been  in  the  pro-family 

couples,  in  defiance  of  state  movement  for  21  yeare,  and  ^ 

law.  In  Oregon,  commissioners  we’ve  been  preaching  fiiis  [pro- 
in  the  state’s  most  populous  family]  message  and  tryir^  to  get 
county  voted  to  do  the  same.  tiie  church  out  to  vote  and  trying  issue  is  going  h 

The  victories  by  same-sex  to  get  fiiem  to  be  a  values  voter,  toe  U.S.  Supre 

marriage  supporters  left  pro-  he  said.  "This  year  it  resonated."  it’s  not  going  t 
on  the  state  The  support  for  the  amend-  tive]  what  toes 
that  it  would-  ment  was  widespread.  Burress  tions  say,"  Matt 


NASHVILLE,  Term.  (BP)  — 

Beginniiig  in  the  suminer  of  2003, 
homosexual  activists  piled  up 
victory  after  victory,  leaviiw  pro- 
family  leaders  axicemedT  The 
U.S.  Supreme  Court  struck  down 
anti-sodomy  laws,  the 
Massachusetts  hig^  court  legal¬ 
ized  same-sex  marriage,  and  the 
U.S.  Senate  fruled  to  p>ass  a  con-  ^ 

stitutional  marriage  amendment  protect  marriage.  App>arenfiy, 

In  hindsight,  homosexual  did  have  an  impiact.*^ 
activists  may  have  triggered  a  Ohio  was  one  of  11  states  to 
backlato  that  did  tow  cause  vote  on  constitutional  mar- 
more  harm  than  good.  President  riage  amendments  on  Election 
George  W.  Bush  Bush  won  re-  Day.  All  of  them  passed,  and  phone 
electicm  November  2,  and  exit  Mississippi  provided  the 
polls  suggest  that  same-sex  mar-  largest  margin  of  victory  in 
riage  may  have  beoi  the  dead-  the  country  with  nearly  86% 
ing  factor  —  espiedally  in  Ctoio.  in  favor  of  toe  amendment. 

Itoe  state  that  ended  up  The  amendments  were  driven 
deciding  toe  presidential  win-  by  events  of  recent  months, 
ner  had  a  constitutional  beginning  last  tl — 
amendment  on  the  ballot  to 
ban  same-sex  "marriage."  It 

passed  overwhelmingly  by  a  legalizing  same-sex  marriage 
margin  of  62-38%,  and  appar¬ 
ently  brought  out  toousanas  of 
Christian  voters. 

According  to  exit  polls,  25% 
of  Ohio  voters  called  them¬ 
selves  evangelical  —  higher 
than  toe  national  figure  of  zT/o. 

Among  those  Ohio  evangeli¬ 
cals,  76%  voted  for  Bush. 

Compared  to  2000,  the  2004 
election  in  Ohio  saw  an  addi¬ 
tional  900,000  voters  cast  bal¬ 
lots.  Bush  won  this  year  by  level 
some  136,000  votes.  n’t  to 

Could  the  amendment  have  Ire 
been  toe  difference?  It’s  possi-  amer 
ble.  During  the  campaign  to  in  I> 
pass  the  amendment,  churches  tial 
and  pro-fanuly  groups  were  home 
involved  in  registering  54,500  ”The 
new  voters.  Thousands  more  back 
who  were  registered  but  rarely  Supn 
voted  are  toought  to  have  had  r 
voted  for  toe  amendment  and  rit^e 
subsequently  for  Bush.  fiiis  c 
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The  school  prayer  debate  flears  again  after  Miasiaslppi  public 
school  superintendents  reveive  a  letter  earlier  this  month  from  the 
Mississippi  chapter  of  the  American  Civil  Liberties  Union,  detailing 
"specifically  prohibited"  prayer  practices.  Mississippi  Baptists  are 
already  planning  their  response. 


Evelyn  George,  preschool  and  children’s  work  consultant  in  the 
Mississippi  Baptist  Convention  Board’s  Churdi  Ihtining  Department, 
announces  she  will  retire  after  more  fium  25  years  at  the  Bi^ptist  Building. 


Baker  James  Cauthen,  executive  secretary  of  the  Foreiw  Mission  Board, 
and  Luther  Joe  Ihoamson,  pastor  of  Catva^  Church,  Jadkson,  are  featured 
speakers  at  file  snnual  State  Brofiiethood  Ralty  at  First  Church,  Jackson,  prior 
to  file  state  convention.  Standing  room  only  is  eqiected  for  the  event 


Ncwember  11, 2004 


15"Passenger  Van  Safety 
is  Big  News  these  Days! 


1-800-370-6180  •  carpenterbus.com 


vote.  It  would  be  an  interest¬ 
ing  contest  and  the  results 
could  be  surprising. 

One  last  mou^t  about  d\e 
big  election  on  November  2. 
The  exit  polling  dcme  across  d\e 
nation  revealed  somedung  duit 
the-know-it-all  media  still  finds 
hard  to  believe.  When  asked, 
"What  is  the  main  concern  you 
had  as  you  voted  for  the  presi¬ 
dent?"  flhe  polling  revealed  that 
die  number  one  concern  for 

e  candi^  each  of^  us  to  give  attention  to  gre^ive  enough  to  vote  in  the  pie  was  moral  issues.  The 
i  now.  I  our  own  home,  our  own  fami-  Rquor  sales  referendum.  It  media  writers  and  talkers  were 
it  could  ly,  and  strengthen  the  home  of  was  voted  down!  It  was  beat-  annazed.  You  have  got  to  be  kid- 
I  longer  which  we  are  a  part.  en  overwhelmingly  and  ding.  People  are  more  con- 

>vems;-f  While  I  am  opposed  to  sovmdly.  The  Rankm  County  cemed  about  moral  issues  than 
ho  keep  same  sex  marriages,  I  cannot  •  folks  did  a  great  job.  They  they  are  about  terrorism  or  die 
overlook  the  destruction  that  stood  up,  voted,  and  were  economy.  Why  would  morals 
I  worth-  is  taking  place  in  the  mar-  heard.  The  coalition  formed  even  enter  into  their  diought 
ik  about  riages  that  we  consider  to  fit  and  made  a  tremendous  dif-  process?  It  is  a  good  thing  wri^ 
St  took  the  right  definition.  The  num-  ference.  Churches  and  church  a  large  percentage  of  die  pwula- 
n  a  state  ber  or  divorces  in  our  land  foaders  spoke  up.  Business  tion  comes  to  understancf  that 
lere  in  and  in  our  state  continues  to  people,  who  recognized  the  morals  emd  character  make  an 
;  largest  grow  and  the  number  of  chil-  harm  *foat  would  Be  brought  enormous  difference  in  how  a 
ho  ever  dren  affected  by  divorce  con-  by  the  liquor  sales,  joined  person  governs  and  how  it 
ime  out  tinues  to  escalate.  It  is  my  hands  ana  the  communiW  affects  our  nation.  As  die  scrip- 
number  prayer  that  God  will  help  us  across  the  board  said,  "We  hire  says,  "lUghteousn^  exal- 
isissippi  to  give  as  much  attention  to  Yfon't  need  that."  teth  a  nation:  but  sin  is  a 

i  —  just  the  right  substance  in  the  On  Election  Day  both  of  rroroach  to  any  '  people" 
ie  there  marriage  as  we  do  to  the  right  .  -.those  votes  reminded  me  that  (Proveibs  14:34). 
idential  structure  of  marriage.  There  ft  might  be  interesting  to  see  The  dection  is  over  and  in  tiw 

re  also  are  far  too  many  marriages  what  the  results  would  be  if  days  and  years  to  come  we  will 
ididates  that  fit  the  definition  of  what  'Mississippi  folks  had  the  vote  on  different  people  and  dif- 
12  coim-  we  think  marriage  ought  to  .<^portunity  to  vote  on  other  ferent  issues.  May  God  bless 
le  of  the  be  that  are  filled  with  natred  issues  where  we  were  not  and  guide  us  to  look  to  Him  and 
ecisions  and  rage,  griping  and  ungod-  permitted  to  do  so.  What  if  seek  to  do  the  right  tiling. 

lonstitu-  liness,  and  serve  as  a  model  the  entire  state  voted  on  - 

that  of  dislike  and  discontent  whether  or  not  to  have  casino  The  author  may  be  contacted  at 

ditional  more  than  a  model  of  love  gambling?  I  remind  you  that  P.O.  Box  530,  Jackson,  MS  39205- 
nan  and  and  encouragement.  I  am  mis  was  an  action  taken  by  0530.  E-mail:  jfutral@mbcb,org. 
f  recog-  thankful  for  the  stand  that  the  legislature  not  by  ^e  state 
ate  m  Mississippians  took,  but  now  populace.  Mississippians  did  i 

od  does  let's  turn  and  raise  the  stan-  not  vote  on  beer  and  alcohol 

x:ide  on  dards  of  being  good  parents,  sales.  The  way  it  came  into  1^/  ^  - 

riage,  it  godly  mates,  and  gracious  our  culture  was  through  our 
ee  that  memoers  of  the  family.  state  legislature  allowing 

to  the  Another  vote  that  was  local  local  option  votes.  I  may  be 
margin  but  received  statewide  atten-  -.wrong,  but  even  today  it 
y  God  tion  was  a  referendum  allow-  would  be  an  interesting  thing  ' 

the  way  ing  liquor  sales  in  fast-grow-  to  have  a  statewide  referen-  MISS  I  S  S  I  P  P  I 

fate.  ing  Rankin  County.  It  was  a  dum  on  beer  and  alcohol  TJ  A  I  I  'C 

sales  and  see  how  the  people  fi/A  I  X  XO  X  O 

in  Mississippi  would  actually 


Election  Evaluation 

I  suppose  for  most  of  us 
there  is  a  sense  of  relief  that 
the  big  November  2  election 
is  now  in  our  rearview  mirror. 
It  seemed  like  the  campaigns 
went  on  for  years. 
Unbelievably,  on  the  day  after 


Jim  Futral,  executive  director-treasurer 
Mississippi  Baptist  Convention  Board 


You  Can  Respond 
Right  Now! 

Simply  share  the  following 
prayer  with  God  in 
your  own  words: 

1.  Lord,  I  admit  that 
I  you. 

(I  have  sinned.) 

2. 1  want  forgiveness  for  my 
sins  and  fieedism  fiom  eternal 
death. 

(I  repent.) 

3. 1  believe  Jesus  died  and 
rose  from  the  grave  to 
forgive  my  sins  and  to  restore 
my  relationship  with  you. 

(I  believe  in  Jesus.) 

4.  By  faith,  I  invite  Jesus  Christ 
into  my  life.  From  this  time  on, 
I  want  to  live  in  a 
loving  relationship  with  Him. 
(I  receive  Christ  as  my 
Savior  and  Lord.) 

But  as  many  as  received  him,  to 
diem  he  gave  the  right  to 
become  chiidren  of  God,  even  to 
those  who  believe  in  his  name 
(John  1:12). 


for  a  positive  amendment. 
The  amendment  was  not  an 
attack  on  other  people  so 
much  as  it  was  a  statement  of 
convictions  about  what  the 
home  and  family  is  suppose  to 
be.  Of  the  13  states  across  the 
nation.that  have  voted  on  sim¬ 
ilar  proposals,  I  applaud  you 
Mississippi  for  leading  the 
entire  nation  in  the  percent¬ 
ages  of  voters  who  imderscore 


If  you  make  a  decision  for 
Jesus  Christ  today,  contact 
a  local  Baptist  church  for 
spiritual  guidance. 


Do  You  Have 
CD's  Maturing? 


Tired  op  Low  Rates? 


How  WOULD  YOU  LIKE  725% 
1st  year?  Tax  deferred,  FREE 
WITHDRAWALS  &  100  %  INSUREu 


SiPwicU'  PoUty  Civ  Corvcert 
hlirvember  18  •  7  p.tru 
Worth/  Qreeeuvood/  SafftUt  ChurcK 
for  more/  UnformatU>r\/  caJJ/  (662)^53  -2801 


FOR  MORE  INFO  CALL 

LD.  O'Mire  Associates 

AT  601-957-3841  OR 
1-800-844-3254 


•m  «•  pmlM  kr  UMkr  fey 

Carpenter  Bus  Sales 

#i  Ckmrah  Bmt  Dmiv 


November  11, 2004 


November  1 1 ,  2004  HouseTops  is  a  Baptist  Record  supplement  produced  by  the  Mississippi  Baptist  Convention  Board's  Comimmication  Services. 
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!-,8  a.m.-noon  Ministry  Projects* 

'  3:30-4:30  p.m.  Prayer  &  Share  Celebration 

5-6:15  Missions  Banquet 

6:30  Worship  Celebration  &  Acts  1 :8 


Commissioning  Service 

I  - 

Featuring: 

Mississippi  Choctaw 
Women’s  Choir 
and 

Dramatist  Laurita  Miller 


SXTUIU)Xy,  APRJl  9 

7:30  a.m.  Former  Executive  Board  Breakfast 

8:45710  Conferences 

1 0: 1 5  Worship  Celebration  &  Business 

Session 

1 :00  p.m.  Adjourn 

*AMC  2005  Ministry  Projects 

One  person. 

^  Giving  One  Day  = 

One  Changed  Life 

During  AMC  2005,  you  will  have  the  opportunity 
to  participate  in  ministry  projects  ail  across  the 
Mississippi  Gulfcoast  Ministry  Projects  will  be 
planned  for  Friday,  April  8th,  from  8.*00  a.m.- 
noon.  Keep  your  eyes  open  for  more  Information 
from  the  Mississippi  WMU  and  registration. 


Iir  .  ■  >  .  + 
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i  COMfijJIONXTC 
L€XO€RJ  €XCHXNC€ 
lU^OKK^ 

-ifbr  Wmeiif*s\ieader8ft//f 

•  Mwm 
Garaywa 

^  Patty  dn^Plawy  Clinton 
^  9xiGmjn.  until  2  am  v; 


A  time  of  sharfa^g  and  nftpiioridng 
:  '  for  lciii|rs  who  wc^  ,  j 

Minion  and/or  Women’s  ^  . 
Evanteliim.  If  you  need  . 

-  Fridqf  night  Iod0ng> 

Camp  Gany¥v^ &i. 9243074,  for^ . 

MbmniJon.  Ple^  spnd  )KMr  f 
name,  address,  Ennail,  phone  num¬ 
ber,  your  leadership 
positkM),  ctHirch  nante/ttsodasion^ 
1?  '^  and  $15  per  person  to: 

,  CI_EN.-VVMU 
RO.  to  530,  Jackson  MS  39^. 
IUg|stn^oh,<»y«rs  snaicks, 
nntnials  aiiid  lundi^- ■ 


Please  n^gltter  by  March  19, 20K  . 


A.E.  Wood  Coll'.eum 
Ml>sl\siri’l  CoLLLbE,  Clixtox' 
Deiemher  30-31,  2004 


f  ^  Ar  i  : 


14*10^2005  (or  any  tlRM  In  MMMry)  .uiL*ifn 


*A  fPCCIXL  oxy  FOX  CHXIfr  FOLLOW€W*:,: . 


piMrlm*Toaa  on WMIT  mahi  k  an  incroJblo  wack to**FoGUi  on  MMum  thram|i yonr  rt 
•  <*:,WMU  owonlatlonir  by  condiictinitto  E<Ki/lna  Robfcwon  Spkhl  Dygnpln#i.Utowintia 


Acts  Of 


/  ,  •  .-V  'fi  f 

pMtolabalontiM 
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Spring  Into  ActlofU  OkniMilf  l^buN  ifoor 
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2005 

State 

Evangelism 

Conference 


January  24-25 

Temple  Baptist 
Church 
Hattiesburg 


UIHRT 

N0UJ.7 

MISSIGSIPPI 


MUSIC: 

Matt  Rouse 
Paul  Koonce  & 
Temple  Baptist 
Celebration 
Choir  and 
Orchestra 

Ronnie  Cottinyham 

■  Bern  in  Parkm 

Paid  in  Full 


FEATURING: 
Dean  Register 
David  Uth 
Stan  Buckley 
Ed  Young 
Ken  Lyle 
O.S.  Hawkins 
Roher:  S.'nifr 


Pnqr  jbrAn  BiM  of  the  urbM 


PROJECT 


I  Baptists  say 
Christmas"  to 


me  Colorado 


4^ 


ii 


TOftT' 


What  can  you  (|j»? 

Men's  Ministry,  RA,  andWMU  groups,  iniividuals, 
churches,  etc.,  can  sen£iieir  gite  payable  to: 


gifts  payable  to: 


Mississippi  Baptist  ConyentMli  Board 
AttmbonsMen's  Ministry  Oj|artment 


P.a  fox  530 
Jackson,  MS  39205-0530 

Co^  $136  per  suit 


SPECIAL  MINISTRY 


FOR  THE  PAl^bnf^ 
WIVES-  - 
If  folds  are  availabje, 
%ve  will  send  dpihing 
gift  certificates  for  the 
wives. 


November  12  •  December  2,  2004 

Prayer  Ministry  Office  •  P.O.  Box  530  •  Jackson,  MS  39205-0530  •  Phone  601-292-3304  •  Mississippi  PrayerLine  1 -800-787-7729  (PRAY) 


^pb^er  h  time  With  the  one  who  createb  us  anb  knoWs  exactly  What  We 

iieeb.  Itf  teaming  to  trust  that  When  Qoh's  answer  Is  something  other  than  a 
\{uich  ^es,  it's  sttlL  the  perfect  answer  that  WlU  brln^  us  far  more  than  We  can 
ask  or  Imagine..' 


■' 

Wtrti 


QIMWm 


Jane  A..  Q.  'Kise,  '^ATT^TR  'K'hfOWd in  'Viscipleship  JoumaL\  StlliiSw  j  l£iSS:;S!S^ 


MafgarH  Mtmon.  Dudrtown, 
Tmil,  ii  dbcctor  of  the  CrUi 

wa  de«iop  of  ^^*"**^  tajeXioiWwL  and 

IwIn^itifiMiimim  buiMiM^Soll^andfora 

ii  done,  pray  thaftfie  JESUS  batter  and  feiUfl  for  exccai 
fflm  MM  M  didibed  into  their  dotMng. 


laat  year  lome  of  you  rdoked 
withamWonaryevcrtneial- 
vathm  of  a  young  nun  who  had 
triad  to  coMiHiitJiiidda  three 

tbnti.  He  amMMKS  and 

hther  al  accdiiMnirll  and 


church.  Condmie  to  pray  for 
hhn  ai  he  growi  and  preparei 
Mnitetf  to  lerve  QirfaL 


in  the  dty  of  Cyor,  pleau  pray 
dm  thw  wffi  dev^  a  rapid 
yaipofthoilwiinaiationmd 
eraiMiar  and  Become  fluent  M 
Hungarian.  h|y  dut  they  ivttl 
M  ftMt  ID  MiMn  ivoroi  01  Nie 
and  hope  in  chriit  to  the  peo¬ 
ple  aromd  them. 


midc  miniitry  to  the  United 
Pmiofii.  nvypf  rcccpovf 
nsini  MMl  V  01 M  worw 


Nadom.Fm^i 

heartiamMai 

iaaden. 


Ii  Ii  IfTI^  i  m  udw  «f  a  dmek  d 

-a.1^  amm  iaZA—  lJjL _ I  L-IS _ L. 

SHSI  ISSSMSSilSUVVSRi  BUKTCn  M 

fo  lyi^^M  lhmj 

_ I- — ^1. - e.-l. - 1.  - M - 1 

ww— 

Is  SSI 

MiiiibSEu90BfiiuH  Ci4  u 
■lihmitlMSwfciaiaa 
hiaaidbBdialMwWMlim  hr 
39  vb^MR  Did  ksUsM  br 

am  diRin  Ml  hdig  ymoilii 


lapdri  reareientadvei  Darid  KenWelwm,Newkbrii,N.Y.,  b 
I  Iml^floritiidy  Hungarian  executive  director  of  the  dipio- 


William  G.  Dowdy,  pastor  and  Jimmy  Hamblin 


First  Church,  Lauderdale, 
recently  ordaiiwd  Mike  Ramey 
as  a  deacon.  Jerry  Bishop,  pas¬ 
tor,  preached  tne  ordmation 
service.  Pichired  (frmn  left)  are 
Bish^,  Rainey's  wife  Melba, 
and  lumey. 


Deacons  of  Sylvarcna  Church,  Sylvarena 


Sylvarena  Church,  Wesson, 
held  a  deacon  ordination  ser¬ 
vice  Oct.  10.  Ordained  were 
Randle  Drane  and  Jerry 
Westbrooks.  Other  deacons 
participating  were  John 
Landress,  Curtis  Davis,  Jerry 
Carter,  Dale  Lowery,  Randy 
Reynolds,  and  Tony  Waltman. 


Senior  Adults  of  Woodland  Hills  Church,  Jackson 


Lynn  Selman,  Janine  Vincent,  and  Sherry.  Craft 


Jerry  Bishop,  pastor;  Melba  &  Mike  Ramey 


Dennis  Duvall,  pastor  and  Adam  Bobo 


BAPTISTS 


rWMfIS  dOWWOSdllM  lA 
or  diufdi  Stiff  mtfnSit 


Large  Selection  •  New  A  Pre-Owned 
IVemendous  Savings  •  Immediate  Delivery 

Check  out  the  Church  But  Section  on  our  web  sHe! 

vvww.busgroup.com 

Georgia  Louisiana  Mississippi 

886.287.4768  866.726.5142  600.423.9826 


nscMLASssArnsTWOo. 

»n  MxsQN  me  •  clM^M100Q^  tn  3741} 


NovB^(mJll,2p04 


Its  I  lOK  nil  Rrcoun 


Fifteen  senior  adults  from 


Pelahatchie  groups  of  TeamKid  classes  sang 
Church,  and  redted  Bible  verses  d\ey 
Pelahatchie,  will  learned  over  the  past  year, 
sponsor  the  Pictured  are  the  3's  through  K 
Holiday  and  1  -  6th  grade  groups. 
Marketplace, 

Nov.  13, 9  a.m.  -  3  First  Church,  Terry,  exceed- 

6m.,  including  ed  its  goal  of  $2000  for  the 
turistmas  gifts,  Margaret  Lackey  State 
baked  goods,  iel-  Missiotxs  offering  by  giving 
lies,  stocking  $2,550.  John  Pace  is  the  pastor, 
stu^rs  and  more. 

Free  admission;  Ebenezer  Church,  Liberty, 
lunch  available,  will  host  Steve  Walker,  music 
Proceeds  to  b«ie-  evangelist,  Pinola,  in  concert 
fit  the  building  Nov.  14,  11  a.m.  A  love  offer- 
fvmd.  ing  will  be  taken.  Charles 

Kirkfield,  pastor. 

Bethesda 

Church,  Terry,  Hebron  Baptist, 

recently  ordained  Smithdale,  will  host  Steve 
Jessie  Jones,  Walkef,  music  evangelist, 
Raymond,  as  a  Pinola,  in  concert  Nov.  14,  6 
deacon.  Pictured  p.m.  A  love  offering  will  be 
(^m  left)  are  taken.  Rob  WestbrooK,  pastor. 
Barry  Boquet,  pas¬ 
tor,  and  Jones.  Calvary  Church, 

Pascagoula,  sent  a  mission 
First  Church,  team  to  Ukraine  in  September 
Leakesville,  held  for  a  10-day  effort,  passing 
a  note  burning  cer-  out  over  lOOO  Bibles.  Thirty- 
17.  Kctured,  from  five  people  received  Christ 
ky  Dickson;  Dale  during  tneir  visit.  Pictured 
erim  pastor;  and  are,  from  left,  Don  Womble, 
kinchip.  Merle  Ivy,  Johnny  Beaver, 

Robyn  Trout,  and  Kenna  Byrd. 

Tuscumbia  Church, 

Booneville,  celebrated  with 
their  children  Aug.  29.  The  two 


First  Church,  Morton,  attend¬ 
ed  the  annual  Seiuor  Adult 
Conference  at  Gulfshore 
Baptist  Assembly.  Pictured  are 
the  participants. 


Barry  Boquet,  pastor  and  Jessie  Jones 


Mission  Trip  Participants,  Calvary  Church,  Pascagoula 


Staff 

Changes 


lliscumbia  3's  •  K  TeamKids,  Booneville 


The  Perry  County  Baptist 
Association,  New  Augusta, 
has  called  Bob  Goolsby  as 
full-time  missions  director 
effective  November  1.  Bob 
has  served  as  part-time 
director  since  January  2002. 

North  Batesville  Church, 
Batesville,  has  called  Andy 
Brasher,  Como,  as  pastor. 
Brasher  served  as  pastor  at 
Como  church  for  nearly  a 
decade.  He  has  two  sons.  Drew 
and  Aaron,  and  will  relocate  to 
Batesville  in  the  spring. 


'I\iscumbia  lat  •  6th  grade  TeamKids,  Booneville 


Morton  Church  Senior  Adults,  Morton 


FINALLY  AFFFORDABLE  HEALTH  2175,  cell  phone  (251)  689-9982  or  apply  online  please  '  vWL 

INSURANCE  for  the  self  employed.  Call  pdKvOvvortdnet-  Vt. net. _  v^^lwx3HcadehMls.cx»TV^ob_oppfode^^ 

(800)  54T-8196.  Provided  by  Mega  HEALTH  INSURANCE  TOO  MIDDLE  SCHOOL  YOUTH  PASTOR 
Ir^r^,  www^gurn^  EXPENSIVE?  Call  tolf-free  today  (877)  position  (grades  6-8).  We  are  looking  for  a 

NORRIS  BOOKBINDINC  COMPANY,  232-0686.  We  can  Helpl  Major  Medical  (trong  leader  with  a  great  track  record  of 
1^.,  old  Bibles  ret^^.  Also,  wrch  nojpju|  g,  juf.gical  plan.  Doctors  office  growth  to  join  the  focused  team  of  a 

7,000  rneinber  church.  Excellent  package 

!SJj43  2  107^  S  supplement,  low  rates.  Have  offered.  Seventeen  (17)  middle  schools 

Avenue  Greenwood  MS  38930  problems?  We  can  Helpl  vvithin  a  30  niinule  drive.  For  more  Infor- 

STAINID  CCAMW6iK$,  INC.',  serv~  E-  F.  Hutton  Insurance. _ ^jon  and  to  apply  online  please  visit 

ing  MS  &  AL  since  1992.  Call  (800)  BRANSON,  MISSOURI  CONDO,  walk^,  vvv»vvjaicadehab.rom1objopp1ndpuBp. 

605-2970. _ smoke-free,  no  pets.  Two  bedroom,  2  balh,  seeking  FULL-TIME  MINISTER  OF 

SOREN'S  SIDING,  JACKSbli- Mfe.  sleeps  6,  washer/dryer.  Scenic  view,  call  muskAvorshIp  leader  ^  a  southern  baptist 
Christian  owned  home  improvements,  vinyl  (662)  746^702.  Please  call  after  430  pjn.  that  enoaiKS  in  a  blended 

siding,  windows,  metal  roofs,  patio  covers, 
screerviglast  rooms.  (601 )  992-2092  or  (800) 

453-2994.  Dun  &  Rfta  Sebren,  owners. 


HoTBCthot  Chuith,  TchuU:  Phillpgton  Church,  Sidon: 

Homecoming,  Nov.  14;  wor-  Revival  and  Homecoming, 
ship,  11  a.m.;  lunch  following;  Nov,  12-14;  Fri.  -  Sat,  7  pjn.; 
Perry  Irvin,  pastor.  Sun.,  10  ajn.  Sunday  School,  11 

a.m.  worship,  covered  dish  fol- 
Unity  Church,  Ripley:  Bible  lowing.  Charlie  Hcxxl,  Monroe, 
Conference,  Nov.  1SI7;  services.  La,,  preaching. 

9  am  -  noon  and  7  pm;  meals 

served,  nuisety  provided;  John  West  McComb,  McComb: 
Fhillfos,  Tom  myes,  pieathing;  50th  Aimiversary  and 
the  Family,  Dennis  Erwm  Homecoming,  Nov.  14;  9:45 
Family,  and  Ronnie  Blake,  music;  a.m.  Sunday  School;  10:%  a.m. 
Ronnie  BarefiddL  pastor.  worsh^i;  lunch,  noon. 


lorrg  distarKC  company.  3.9/minute,  no 
monthly  fees.  No  codes  or  restrictions,  6 
second  billing.  250,(X)0  happy  customers. 

Fax  illustrations  to  (601)  483-7958  or  Toll-free  (866)  587-8346  or  www.covenant- 

call  (800)  368-2705. _  phooeservicc.com. _ 

FBC  CABCTT,  ARKANSAS  IS  SOUNC  foil-  HOPPER  CLASS  STUDIO,  CUSTOM 
time  /Kiaociale  pastor  for  worship  and  church  windows,  reworking  and  repair,  full-time  minister  to  serve  and  equip  cxrr 

music.  Seminary,  contemporaryAraditiooal,  Columbus^adaon,  (877)  477-1899. _  church  In  music  and  youth  ministries. 

tochrK>logy,  peopie  skills,  plus  experience.  S&HOR  HKjH  YOUTH  MSTOR  position.  Please  serxi  resumes  to  search  committee. 
Music  se^  committee,  PO  Box  1023,  We  are  looking  for  a  strong  leader  with  a  great  323  Broad  Street,  Aliceville,  AL  35442.  Or 
Cabot,  AR  72023.  Visit  www.fbccabotor^  track  record  of  growth  to  join  the  focused  team  call  (205)  373-2386  for  more  information, 
GATUNBURG  GETAWAY!  2  BR/2  b^,  of  a  7W)  member  dxirch.  Excellent  package  CHURCH  PEW  UPHOLSTERY,  free  esti- 
foll  kitchen.  Walking  distance  to  paritway,  offered.  IVvelve  (12)  Irigh  sthools  within  a  20  mates.  Davis  Uphoisfery,  Quitman,  Mbs., 
$  65frilte.  Call  for  Information  at  (251)  666-  mlnule  drive.  For  mote  Informalton  and  to  phone  (601)  776-6617. 


61  Soutft,  Vicksbui 


[MAIN  STREET  BAPTIST  CHURCH, 


KY  42001 


IAFTIST  CHURCH,  CORINTH, 
Mbs.,  seeks  foil-time  Aiiociate  pastor  for 
Christian  education  &  administration. 
Position  responsible  for  overall  church  pro¬ 
grams  and  church  affeirs  administration. 
FBC  hat  825  resident  members.  Successful 
candidate  will  be  seminary  graduate  with 
excellent  Interpersonal  skills  and  experi¬ 
ence  In  similar  position.  Mall  resumes  to 
FBC  search  cornmfttee,  501  Main  Street 
Corinlh,  MS  38834. 


Goodman,  Mist.,  b  cunently  seeking  a 
foll-time  pastor.  A  traditional  SBC,  resid^ 
membership  95.  Send  resumes  or  contact 
to  Main  Street  Baptist  Church,  pastor 
search  committee,  Billy  May  chairman, 
P.O.  Box  206,  Goodman.  MS  39079. 


a  heart  for  yorjth?  Immanuel  Baptist 
Church,  Vicksburg,  Mbs.,  It  accepting 
resumes  for  minbter  of  musk/youthfedu- 
cation.  Send  to  personnel  committee  cha- 
rlman,  Immanuel  Baptist  Church,  6949 


November  11, 2004 


Family  Bible  Study 


God  Rules 

Psalm  33:6-17,20-22 
By  Geneva  England _ 


Nature,  apart  finom  Adam  and 
Eve's  curse,  was  God's  perfect  cre¬ 
ation;  nature,  apart  £n^  human 
interference,  ix»trays  God's 
fiect  balance,  m  odta  words,  (kxl 
took  what  dv  first  two  sinful 
humans  "messed  tp"  and  restored 
order.  Even  after  aU  file  years  of 
human  misuse  and  abuse  of  the 
universe,  God  continues  to  main¬ 
tain  His  oeatioa  God  is  not  only 
the  Creator  of  man  and  nature;  He 
is  also  the  Provider  arvi  Sustainer. 
The  psalinist  ri^fiy  proclaiiris  fiiat 
"the  earfir  is  fuD  of  dje  goodness  of 
the  Lord"  (v.  5). 

I.  Display  of  God's  Authority 
(Psalm  33:6-11) 

the  psalmist  enumerates 
the  creative  acts  of  God  in  a  similar, 
but  not  exact,  rader.  First,  after 
painting  the  heavens  in  all  their 


waters.  God's  command  steadied 


the  turbulent  waters  and 
all  die  earth  "stood  firm" 

(v.  9,  MV).  ExeQ  suggest¬ 
ed  that  die  psalmist's 
wording,  "He  gathereth 
die  waters  of  die  sea  together  as  an 
h^"  (v.  7J,  not  only  descrflies  cre¬ 
ation  b^  a&i  alludes  to  the  parting 
of  the  Red  Sea. 

Fear  and  awe  are  mentioned 
in  verK  8.  These  are  human 
emotkra  that  should  be  inonpo- 
rated  into  our  wprship  of  God. 
Fear  should  be  a  reverent  attitude 
for  God  rather  than  a  supmti- 
tious  fear.  Moreover,  God's 
power.  His  omniscience,  and  His 
omnipresence  should  fill  our 
hearts  with  awe  because  He  has 
rescued*  our  souls  from  eternal 
damnation  into  eternal  salvation. 

Moving  forward  in  history, 
the  pMlmist  praises  God's 
authori^^over  all  1 

be  found  in  the  Old 
wherein  God  changed  the  hearts 


of  wicked  rulers  or  used 
them  to  punish  the 
H^rew  nation  for  its 
sins,  such  as 
Nebuchadnezzar  and 
Jehu.  God  led  and  guid¬ 
ed  His  chosen  peope  — 
the  Hebrew  nation  — 
into  file  Promised  Land 
wifii  a  patient,  fafiierly 
-  .  .  love,  just  as  He  will  lead 

England  guide  His  children 

today  imtil  T&  return. 

God's  authority  remains  con¬ 
stant  with  His  purpose  (v.  11); 
however,  many  times  humans 
mistakenly  think  fiiey  are  in  con¬ 
trol.  The  psalmist  declares  diff^- 
entiy.  Paul  furfiier  proclaims  fiiat 
"the  depth  of  tiie  riches  both  of 
file  wisdom  and  knowledge  of 
1,  and  His 


[  human  actions 
(v.  10).  Abundant  exarnples  may 
. Ttttament 


God... His  jud«nents, 
ways  [are]  past  finding  out"  (Rm. 
11:33).  God's  supreme  and 
unchmging  "counsel"  provides 
believers  wifii  a  rock  of  confi¬ 
dence  for  our  hope  in  Christ. 

II.  Extent  OF  God's  Authority 
(Psalm  33:12-17) 

These  verses  sound  a  strong 
warning  to  all  natkms  of  our  pr^ 
sent  generation  concerning  meir 
claims  to  strengfii  and  notary 


mkbt  In  the  psalmist's  day, 
noming  could  save  the  nations 
which  God  had  marked  for 
destruction  —  not  the  warriors' 
k^alty  and  ifiiysic^  power,  or 
the  horses^  swiftaiess  and 
streng^  or  file  king's  army  size 
(w.  15-17).  This  is  likewise  true 
today.  God's  authority  as  sover¬ 
eign  Lord  means  He  controls  fiie 
destiny  of  all  nations  and  all  p^ 
pla  of  all  ages.  The  admonition 
m  verse  12  is  file  key  to  receiving 
God's  grace:  "Blessed  is  the 
nation  whose  God  is  fiie  Lord." 

Fdlow  Christian,  let's  rejoice 
that  we,  as  individual  beUevers, 
are  file  "people  He  chose  for  His 
inheritance"  (v.  12,  NIV),  but  let's 
also  remember  that  in  order  to 
ei^  His  blessings  fully,  we  must 
live  in  submission  to  His  will 

III.  Effect  of  God's 
Authority  (Psalm  33:20-22) 

Because  the  Lord  is  our  Rode  of 
salvation,  we  confidentiy  "wait  in 
hope"  for  His  "help"  and  "shield" 
(v.^,  NIV).  To  wM  conveys  con- 
victkxv  de^,  hope,  and  patience 
(Exell).  It  also  in^:^  individual 
tadth  in  a  sovereign  God.  Faifii  is 
defined  as  "being  sure  of  i^diat  we 
hope  for  and  certain  of  vidiat  we  do 


not  see"  (Heb.  11:1,  NIV). 
Fuifiiermore,  "By  faitti  we  under¬ 
stand  fiiat  file  unfverse  was 
fcxiiied  at  God's  oomiiiaiid,  so  that 
vidiat  is  seen  was  not  made  out  of 
what  was  visible"  (v.  2,  NIV). 

Verse  20  of  our  text  is  similar 
to  my  personal  favorite  Psalm: 
"Goa  is  our  refuge  and 
strength,  a  very  present  help  in 
trouble"  (46:1).  There  are  so 
many  comfort  verses  that 
believers  can  rest  peacefully 
knowing  that  God  h^  a  specif 
watch  over  His  chosen  chil¬ 
dren.  His  "eyes"  are  cm  those 
who  (1)  "fear  Him"  and  those 
whose  (2)  "hope  is  in  His 
unfailing  love";  these  He  will 
deliver  from  eternal  punish¬ 
ment  and  give  aid  in  nines  of 
trouble  (Ps.  33:18-19). 

We  have  God's  further  assur¬ 
ance  and  comfort  in  fiiese  words: 
"The  angel  of  fiie  Ixnd  encamps 
aroimd  ttiose  that  fear  him,  and 
He  delivers  them"  (Ps.  34:7, 
NIV).  "If  God  is  for  us,  who  can 
be  against  us?  (Rm.  8:31). 

Cw  fiiere  be  any  doubt  that 
God's  aufiiority  is  awesome! 

England  is  a  member  of  First 


m 

Church,  Grenada. 


Explore  the  Bible 

A  New  Communication 


Luke  11:1-13 


By  James  Walters 


Prayer  was  so  prominent  a  fea¬ 
ture  of  our  Lord's  life  fiiat  His  dis- 
cmles  were  impressed,  (Luke 
ILl).  They  askea  Him  to  teach 
them  how  to  incorporate  that 
virtue  into  their  own  life.  "Lord, 
teach  us  to  pray,"  fiiey  asked.  The 
question  inmlira  an  awareness  of 
need,  as  wdi  as,  an  honest  confes¬ 
sion  cd  ignorance  about  how 
appropriately  to  pray.  Jesus 
reroonded  by  teaching  a  prayer 
wmh  oufiinn  file  priorities  of  a 
Quistian.  The  Lord's  Prayer  high¬ 
lights  file  concems  our  Master  telt 
should  be  at  the  heart  of  what  are 
to  be  file  desires  and  wishes  of 
those  who  want  to  be  like  Him. 

We  can  evaluate  fiie  signifi¬ 
cance  and  relevance  of  pr^er  in 
r  IS  nmda- 
of  our 


us  to  pray?  Do  our  con¬ 
cerns  rise  to  fiie  high 
level  of  those  expressed 
in  file  Lord's  Praj^ 

At  file  heart  of  this 
teadting  on  prayer  is  not  so  mudi 
whefiier  or  not  we  bdieve  in  the 
effectiveness  of  prayec,  but  do  we 
pray.  Jesus  did  not  say  "If'  you 
pTEw,  SEW  sudi  and  suol  He  said 
^'Wtien'’  you  pray.  In  defence  of 


Rdiecca,  is  due  to  deliver 
her  second  child.  This  will 
be  our  fiiird  granddiild 
Vte  have  prayed  so  much. 
"Btess  'nV  daughter  and 
'm/  granddiiW'  I  have 
askedthe  Lord.  Last  year 
when  my  dai^ter, 
Arg^,  cteliveiea  her 
chiB  twb  monfiis  prema- 
Walteis  hue,  we  prayed,  "God 
bless  'our'  daughter;  and 
'our'  grandchild."  These  were  all 


"The 


many  ways,  but 
mentally  five 


lyer  i 


wifii 


We  need 


relationshit 
always  to  oe  on  q?eaking  terms 
with  file  Lord.  Are  we?  Aivi  what 
are  fiie  concerns  which  motivate 


his  frequent*  abscences  from 
chuidi  a  man  tc^  his  pastor  that 
he  could  wonhto  Gcxi  and  pray 
just  as  easily  on  ttiefl^  course  on 
Sunday  as  ne  ooulcTin  church.  To 
his  suiprise  his  pastor  agreeci  but 
fiien  Eoiswered,  "The  (juestion  is 
notcahyou 
the  g(^ coin 

you/"  The  answer  or  course  was 
no!  Believing  in  fiie  value  of 
prayerisnotmei86ue;vdietheror 
not  we  do,  in  fact,  pray  is. 

Personal,  inclusive  prayer, 
Luke  U:1-4 

In  a  wedc  my  eldest  dau^iter. 


noticeable  feature  of  fiie 
Lord's  Prayer  is  how  personal  it 
is.  We  are  taught  to  pray  to  "our" 
Father  in  heaven,  m  are  to  ask 
provision  for  "our"  daily  bread, 
and  foigiveness  of  "our"  tres¬ 
es.  Vw  pray  fiiat  Gcxl  wiU  not 
"us"  into  temptation,  but  to 
deliver  "us"  from  evil  The  per¬ 
sonal,  inclusive  nature  of  pr^er 
is  prominent  In  fact,  if  we  do  not 
care  one  way  or  fiie  ofiier  for  file 
filings  about  which  we  pray,  vihy 
bofi^?  Also  if  we  do  not  pray  for 
persexiaL  relevant,  and  inyortant 
concerns  to  us,  do  we  reaBy  care? 

Pray  persistently,  Luke 
11:5-10 

Somewhere  I  read  a  story 
abexit  a  monastery  in  days  gone 


by  vihkh  functioned  as  a  rdief 
center  for  the  poor  and  needy.  A 
certain  man  approached  the 
front  (foots  ana  kncxkecL  No  one 
came.  He  knexhed  agairt  Still  no 
one  came.  For  neaiiy  a  half  hour, 
vihkh  seemed  like  an  eteniite,  he 
stood  and  kncxked.  Finally  a 
monk  came  and  let  him  to.  'I've 
been  knocking  so  lo^  Wl^  did¬ 
n't  you  come  Boonar'be  awecL 
The  mcxik  e>q>lained, 
neighboihocxl  (hiki 
ing  tq>  to  the  (foot 
tnm  running  away.  They 
watch  us  open  the  (foor  and  find 
no  one  fiiere.  We  have  learned  to 
tencce  fiiem.  We  have  also  learned 
mat  if  someone  is  fai  seal  need  they 
win  continue  to  knock  until  some¬ 
one  opem  the  (foot" 

If  the  ainoeiity  of  our  prayer 
were  judged  by  how  pewist^ 
we  are,  would  we  pass  five  test? 
Jesus  encourages  us  to  ask,  seek, 
imd  knexk.  Persistence  is 
requiied.  One  of  the  fitings  I 
learned  in  graduate  s(h(xfi  is  mat 
the  degree  does  not  necessarily 
go  to  m  most  intdUgent  Many 
get  frustrated  and  dr^  out  The 
degree  go«  to  fiiose  i^io  have 


Pray  exfbciantl%  Luke  11:11'13 
The  best  gift  God  can  give, 
mar^  of  us  alreacty  have  received 
That  g^  is  the  Huy  Spirit  Jesus 
tau^  us  to  anti^Mte  a  ixisitive 
respixise  fixxn  when  we 
prsw.  like  any  good  father,  G(xl 
will  never  neglect  us.  It  feels 
^  scxnetimes,  hoi^ei;  fiiat  He  has. 
We  can't  see  Gcxi  caring,  or  sense 
Hfoi  watching  over  us.  Gxild  it 
be  that  we  have  scxnetimes  asked 
God  for  a  stone  fiunking  it  is 
bread?  Pahapa,  we  have  prayed 
for  vhat  Gcxi  knows  is  a  serpofi, 
even  fiicxi^  we  think  it  is  an  m? 
In  letroyect  1  am  delighted  God 
did  not  give  me  some  of  file 
*  tweresonec- 
leveryonecan 

say  me  same  fifing. 

Gcxi  will  provide,  but  is  it 
not  best  for  us  to  allow  Gcxi  to 
use  His  own  judgment  to  deter¬ 
mine  how  to  answer  us?  Gcxi 
I  us  gocxl  things.  Let  us  ] 
wisdon  to  aooi^  vhat  < 
is  doing  in  our  life.  Some  filings 
win  never  be  given  us  by  a  loving 
father:  There  is  no  limit,  howevet 
to  the  gocxl  filings  car^  fafiiers 
win  give  for  fiieir  chilclrea 


eivesi 
for  wi 


!  a  feature  of  cxir  prayer  life, 
or  have  we  long  since  given  ty? 


Vfalters  is  member  of  Temple 
Church,  Hattiesburg. 


Voter  interest  in  moral  values  applauded 


WCC  to  host 
Gulfport  ' 
fellowship 

William  Carey  Coiiege 
(WCC)  Gulfport  campus  will 
host  a  Coast  Alumni 
Fellowship  Meeting  on 
November  16  at  6  p.*m.  in 
Parker  Hall  Auditorium  on  the 
Gulfport  campus. 

The  program  will  include 
information  about  the  jubilee 
Celebration  recognizing 
WCC's  50th  anniversary  of  the 
name  change  from  Mississippi 
Woman's  College,  Carey's 
Homecoming  2005,  and  a 
presentation  on  the  current 
state  of  the  college. 

Alumni  are  encouraged  to 
bring  their  families. 
Prospective  students  are  also 
invited  to  attend.  Light  refresh¬ 
ments  will  be  provided.  The 
event  is  offers  to  alumni 
admission-free.  For  more 
information  contact  Pam 
Cruse,  WCC  assistant  director 
of  alumni  relations,  at  (601) 
318-6561  or  toll-free  (800) 
962-5991  ext  561. 
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Clue:EmC 

Have  fun  with  cryptography 
and  exorclte  your  Bible 
knowledge.  A  King  lames 
Version  Bible  verse  has  been 
encoded  by  letter  substitution. 
The  same  letter  Is  substituted 
throughout  the  puzzle.  Solve 
by  trial  and  error.  Answer  to 
last  week's  puzzle: 
Colosslans  1:21 


NASHVILLE,  Tenn.  (BP)  —  Many 
politicians  and  reporters  hadn't  placed 
much  emphasis  on  moral  values  in  recent 
months,  but  they  foimd  reason  to  rethink 
their  negligence  once  the  nation's 
November  2  votes  began  rolling  in. 

"For  the  sake  of  the  soul  of  our  land,  it 
was  appropriate  that  moral  values  bubbled 
up...  at  the  polls  yesterday  —  and  tiiere  was 
an  incredible  contrast  in 
die  choice  voters  had  on 
that  issue,"  Robert  E. 

(Bob)  Reccord,  president 
of  the  South^  Bap^t 
Nordt  American  Mission 
Board  in  Atlanta,  said  in 
a  Nov.  3  statement  to 


Chapman 


Draper 


'With  easily  the 
largest  voter  turnout  in  Record 
U.S.  histo^,"  Reccord 
added,  "this  election  was  a  tremendous 
testament  to  fact  that  in  our  nation 
every  vote  truly  does  count  and  that  we 
should  view  it  not  only  as  a  privilege  but 
also  a  responsibility  to  participate..''  _ 

Among  various  Southern  Mptist  lead¬ 
ers  who  pined  Reccord  in  issuing  com¬ 
ments  to  Baptist  Press  were:  . 

•  Morris  H.  Chapman,  president  of  the 
SBC  Executive  Committee  in  Nashville 
and  a  native  of  Kosciusko:  "I  am  elated 

-  and  grateful  for  the 

record  number  of 
Americans  who  took 
seriously  their  civic 
responsibility  and 
voted  in  the  national 
elections  yesterday.  By 
all  accounts,  as  an  issue, 
moral  values  topped 

_ even  concerns  about  the 

Chapman  economy  and  security, 
^  for  those  who  voted. 

Im^rtantly,  the  turnout  by  people  of 
faith  was  a  decisive  factor  in  passing  the 
11  state  initiatives  to  protect  the  defimtion 
of  marriage  as  tiie  union  between  one 
man  and  one  woman." 

'  Concerning  the  re-election  of  President 
Bush,  Chapman  said,  "I  look  forward  to 
four  more  years  of  leadership  by  a  United 
States  president  who  openly  confess  his 
belief  m  the  Lord  Jesus  Quist." 

•  James  T.  Draper  Jr.,  president  of 
LifeWay  Christian  Resources  in  Nashville: 
"The  election  is  past.  Americans  have 
made  their  deciskm.  Our  duty  now  is  to 
pray  for  President  Bush  and'...  for  all 
thoM  who)  are  in  authority  so  tiiat  we  may 
lead  a  tranquil  and  quiet 
life  in  all  godliness  and 
dignity'  (1  llmotiiy  2:2). 

The  good  news  is  that 
record  numbers  of 
Americans  voted.  It  is 
clear  that  America, 
despite  tlte  massive 
attacks  on  biblical  val¬ 
ues,  :is  still  a  nation  of 
moral  and  spiritual  con-  Draper 
viction  and  commit-  ^ 

ment.  I  thank  God  tiiat  we  have  once 
again  demonstrated  the  strengtii  of  our 
fmtii  and  depth  of  our  patriotism." 

•  Paige  Patterson,  president  of 
Southwes&m  Seminary  in  Fort  Worth, 
Texas:  "This  election  was  not  about  candi¬ 
dates  or  political  parties.  It  was  a  leferen- 
dum  on  marriage  and  on  runaway  judicial 
activism.  It  says  tiut  tiie  vast  nu^mty  of 
tiie  American  people  reoignize  tiie  intrin- 
^  value  of  the  home  for  a  stable  society. 
They  also  recognize  tiiat  judges  who  wish 
to  deconstruct  the  Constitution  of  tiie 
United  States  have  done  enough  harm, 
and  we  need  to  go  back  to  those  who  are 
strict  constructionists. 


ThB  BAnvr  Rscoao- 


"The  concern  that  I  have  coming  out  of 
the  election  is  for  the  'blue  states.'  They 
represent  a  kind  of  tiiinldng  which,  if  it 
cannot  be  reversed, 
would  eventual^  reduce 
us  to  the  effeminate 
indecisiveness  of 
European  nations  such 
as  France.  I  pray  tiiat  we 
will  be  able  to  do  some¬ 
thing  to  help  the  pecmle 
of  mose  states  under¬ 
stand  the  nature  of  the 
American  republic."  ~ 

•  Jeff  lore,  president  P«tt«»on 

of  Golden  C^te  Seminare  in  Mill  Valley, 
Calif.:  "1  am  delightea  that  marriage 
between  one  man  and  one  woman  was 
affirmed  in  every  state  it  was  contested 
in  this  election.  1  am  particularly  grate¬ 
ful  for  the  hard  work  done  by  Northwest 
Baptists  in  Oregon  to  win  on  this  issue. 
They  were  on  tne  forefront  in  this  effort 
and  did  a  great  job  under  very  difficult 
circumstances." 

•  Daniel  Akin,  president  of 
Southeastern  Seminary  in  Wake  Forest,' 

N.C.:  "The  2004  election 
saw  the  moral  concerns 
of  America  rise  to  the 
surface.  The  election  of  a 
pro-life  /  pro-marriage 
president,  and  the  over¬ 
whelming  support  of 
marriage  amendments 
from  coast  to  coast,  sent 
a  clear  signal  across  our 
lore  naw>n.  Christians 

^  now  should  commit 
themselves  to  pn^  more  fervently  than 
ever  for  tiie  elected  leaders  of  America. 

We  must  pray  tiiat  tiiey  will  make  wise 
and  godly  decisions,  promote  righteous¬ 
ness  and  justice,  and  lead  our  nation  to  do 
those  tilings  that  please  God.  Proverbs 
14:34  teachiM  us  that  'Righteousness  exalts 
a  natkm,  but  sin  is  a  disgrace  to  any  peo¬ 
ple.'  The  2004  election  was  a  step  in  tiie 
right  direction.  However,  we  s^  have 
much  to  accomplish  if 
ours  is  to  be  a  naoon  tiiat 
truly  honors  the  true  and 
livingGod." 

•  Riil  Roberts,  presi¬ 
dent  of  Midwestern 
Seminary  in  Kansas 
City,'  Mo.:  "The  people 
of  the  United  StaW 
have  spoken.  And  they 
have  chosen  for  their  Akin 
president  a  man  who  is 
self-confessedly  bom  again,  who  prays 
daily,  who  rea^  his  Bible  ^stematically, 
who  is  unabashedly  pro-life,  supportive 
of  free  enterprise  and  a  strong  national 
defense,  and  who  has  taken  a  TOld  stance 
lawfully  to  wield  the  sword  in  order  to 
defend  and  protect  the  people  of  the 
United  States.  This  election,  therefore, 
was  a  clear  and  resounding  victore  for 
moral  values.  It  will  likely  appear  clearer 
in  the  days  ahead  tiiat  ^  election  was 
due  largely  to  the  fact  that  Christian  peo¬ 
ple  tooK  seriously  their  responsibility  as 
citizens  to  vote  and  express  tiieir  convic¬ 
tions  at  the  ballot  box. 

"The  people's  choice  boddl^ell  for 
the  future  ot  the  United  States  —  simul¬ 
taneously,  however,  God's  people  need 
to  be  reininded  that  the  greatest  need  for 
our  nation  is  for  heaven-sent,  prayed- 
down  revival.  This  election  is  a  mercy 
from  the  Lord,  but  'showers  of  blessings' 
we  need  if  Ainerica  is  to  experience  the 
lasting  spiritual  change  essential  for 
thorough,  moral  spiritual  awakening." 

•  C^uck  Kelley,  president  of  New 
Orleans  Seminary:  ^Tne  Kingdom  of  God 


Roberts 


is  never  affected  by  a  presidential  election, 
however  tiie  results  of  elections  can  make 
the  work  of  the  Kingdom  more  or  less  dif¬ 
ficult.  We  rejoice  in  the  election  of 
President  Bush  and  pray  that  it  will  lead  to 
tiie  further  discussion  and  wider  applica¬ 
tion  of  valu^  we  cherish.  We  also  hope  it 
will  result  in  a  growing  openness  ot  the 
world  to  religious  liberty  and  the  right  of 
all  people  to  near  the  Gospel  and  respond 
in  ught  of  their  conscience  no  matter  what 
their  family  or  ethnic  origin  might  be." 

•  R.  Albert  Mohler  Jr.,  president  of 
Southern  Seminary  in  Louisville,  Ky.:  "1 
think  there's  no  doubt  that  America  spoke 
on  values  issues  yesterday.  You  can  look  at 
an  electoral  map  and  you 
can  see  that  the  great 
heartland  of  America 
voted  very  clearly  for  the 
candidate  that  stood,  as 
foey  understood  it,  for 
family,  for  the  defense  of 
the  union  of  a  man  and  a 
woman  as  thg  very  defin¬ 
ition  of  marriage  — ■  that 
"  Kelley  stood  for  life  against  the 

^  wanton  destruction  of 

human  embryos  and  a  whole  host  of 
issues.  We  also  had  11  states  actually  vot¬ 
ing  on  amendments  related  to  marriage. 
And  so,  just  given  the  exit  polling  data 
and  the  layout  of  the 
electoral  results,  it's  clear 
that  these  moral  issues 
were  very  much  in  the 
forefront  of  the  nation's 
conscience. 

"These  issues  are  at 
the  very  top  because  we 
are  actually  dealing 
with  where  we  live,” 

Mohler  said.  "VVhen  we  Roberts 
talk  about  an  issue  like 
marriage,  we're  not  talking  about  some¬ 
thing  ^stract  and  even  something  9s 
remote  as  economic,  ^scal  and  tax  poli¬ 
cy.  We're  talking  about  who  marries 
whom.  And  that  relates  to  every  familyi 
There's  a  deep  commitment  to  marriage. 
That's  one  of  the  most  reassuring  aspects 
of  yesterday's  vote.  All  across  America, 
there  is  a  oeep  reservoir  of  support  for 
what  marriage  is,  and  I  think  we  should 
be  very  thankful  for  that. 

..."What  happens  when  we  have  a  great 
election  day  like  yesterday  is  tiiat  you  real¬ 
ly  find  out  where  the  nation  is,  Mohler 
said.  "And  1  think,  on  tiiese  issues,  it's  clear 
tiiat  America  is  a  more  conservative  coim- 
tity  tiian  a  lot  of  people  thouf^t.  That's  not 
due  to  any  kind  of  orgamzed  political 
effort.  It's  iust  a  deep  conviction.  On  other 
issues,  I  mink  there  are  many  levels  of 
debate.  In  this  country,  tiiere's  a  clear  divi- 

' -  sion,  which  really  needs 

our  attention,  Mtween 
persons  who  have  very 
different  worldviews  on 
tiiese  issues.  But  1  think, 
in  the  long  run,  we  will 
look  back  at  yesterday  as 
an  historic  elation  when 
the  American  people 
spoke  very  clearly  about 

Mohler 

tant  to  them. 

Mohler,  in  in  his  Cros8walk.com 
weblog,  took  note  of  the  vote^  in 
Califoma  to  endorse  $3  billion  in  bonds 
for  embryonic  stem  cell  research. 

"So,  citizens  of  the  nation's  most  pop¬ 
ulous  state' will  now  be  involved  in  the 
systematic  creation  and  destruction  of 
human  embreos,  all  in  the  name  of  med¬ 
ical  science, "^Mohler  commented."...  For 
that  state,  November  2  is  a  day  that  will 
live  in  moral  infamy." 
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